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duty. Although exactly what he had wanted, he could not now
use them*
SchufFenecker wrote and regaled him with further aggravating
comments. He complained of the cowardice exhibited by his
friends for his own painting and dwelled on the chagrin that
Mette must be enduring and the bothers and difficulties of his
own married life. It was a bitter reflection that the only other
person besides de Monfreid who wrote in the least frequently
to him should have been one who combined all the qualities
of a Nosy-Parker with those of a Jeremiah*
Gauguin's mind became progressively and acutely affected by
his sufferings and worries* Chaudet, he was forced to conclude,
seemed to have abandoned him and to have ceased representing
him* "Then, without a dealer, without anyone who can obtain
me an annual pittance, what is to become of me? I can see
nothing but Death that delivers us from everything* I owe this
month one thousand eight hundred francs and have no more
credit* It is true that I am a creditor in Paris for two thousand
five hundred francs, plus my paintings, plus my collection, plus
a balance with Vollard (I believe), plus one thousand four
hundred francs from Morice, according to Chaudet's accounts
in a letter of six months ago* But since no one will pay me, I
have only debts, and in the future for food: O------
"What a mad but sad and wretched adventure this voyage of
mine to Tahiti/'
De Monfreid's monthly letters were the only regular
support that Gauguin received during this disastrous year of
1897* By October the idea of death had taken a firm hold of
him* He had been unable to touch his paint brushes for three
months. Chaudet's last letter to him had been written over a
year before in September 1896 and he knew that the dealer
should already have received the whole of the large debt that
he had arranged to collect for him*
He warned Daniel that his October letter would probably
be "about the last" that he would write him* "If I receive
nothing by the end of October, I shall have to make up my